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establishment’s log should contain the
following information: date, time,
code/reference/file number, location of
condition, brief description of the con-
dition, classification (imminent dan-
ger, serious or other), and date and na-
ture of action taken.

(3) Executive Order 12196 requires
that agency inspections be conducted
within 24 hours for employee reports of
imminent danger conditions, within
three working days for potentially seri-
ous conditions, and within 20 working
days for other than serious safety and
health conditions. However, an inspec-
tion may not be necessary if, through
normal management action and with
prompt notification to employees and
safety and health committees, the haz-
ardous condition(s) identified can be
abated immediately.

(4) An employee submitting a report
of unsafe or unhealthful conditions
shall be notified in writing within 15
days if the official receiving the report
determines there are not reasonable
grounds to believe such a hazard exists
and does not plan to make an inspec-
tion based on such report. A copy of
each such notification shall be pro-
vided by the agency to the appropriate
certified safety and health committee,
where established under Executive
Order 12196. An agency’s inspection or
investigation report, if any, shall be
made available to the employee mak-
ing the report within 15 days after
completion of the inspection, for safety
violations or within 30 days for health
violations, unless there are compelling
reasons, and shall be made available to
the Secretary or the Secretary’s au-
thorized representative on request.

(e) Reports received by the Secretary of
Labor. (1) Agency safety and health
programs must have provisions for re-
sponding to employees’ reports of un-
safe or unhealthful working conditions
and the Secretary encourages employ-
ees to use agency procedures as the
most expeditious means of achieving
abatement of hazardous conditions. It
is recognized, however, that employee
reports may be received directly by the
Secretary.

(2) When such reports are received di-
rectly from an employee or employee
representative, the Secretary shall,
where a certified safety and health

committee exists, forward the report to
the agency for handling in accordance
with procedures outlined in § 1960.28(d).
A copy of the response to the origi-
nator shall be sent to the Secretary.

(3) Where there is no certified safety
and health committee, or when re-
quested by half the members of a com-
mittee, the Secretary may initiate an
inspection or other appropriate action.
When the Secretary determines that an
inspection is warranted, the Secretary
shall observe the same response times
as required of the agencies under the
Executive Order and § 1960.28(d)(3).
When the Secretary determines not to
make an inspection, the report shall be
forwarded to the agency for handling in
accordance with procedures outlined in
§ 1960.28(d). A copy of the response to
the originator shall be sent to the Sec-
retary.

§ 1960.29 Accident investigation.
(a) While all accidents should be in-

vestigated, including accidents involv-
ing property damage only, the extent
of such investigation shall be reflective
of the seriousness of the accident.

(b) In any case, each accident which
results in a fatality or the hospitaliza-
tion of five or more employees shall be
investigated to determine the causal
factors involved. Except to the extent
necessary to protect employees and the
public, evidence at the scene of an acci-
dent shall be left untouched until in-
spectors have an opportunity to exam-
ine it.

(c) Any information or evidence un-
covered during accident investigations
which would be of benefit in developing
a new OSHA standard or in modifying
or revoking an existing standard
should be promptly transmitted to the
Secretary.

(d) The investigative report of the ac-
cident shall include appropriate docu-
mentation on date, time, location, de-
scription of operations, description of
accident, photographs, interviews of
employees and witnesses, measure-
ments, and other pertinent informa-
tion. A copy of the investigative report
required by this section shall be for-
warded to the official in charge of the
workplace, the appropriate safety and
health committee, and the exclusive
employee representative, if any. The
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investigative report shall be made
available to the Secretary or his au-
thorized representative on request.

§ 1960.30 Abatement of unsafe or
unhealthful working conditions.

(a) The agency shall ensure the
prompt abatement of unsafe and
unhealthful conditions. Where a Notice
of an Unsafe or Unhealthful Working
Condition has been issued, abatement
shall be within the time set forth in
the notice, or in accordance with the
established abatement plan.

(b) The procedures for correcting un-
safe or unhealthful working conditions
shall include a follow-up, to the extent
necessary, to determine whether the
correction was made. If, upon the fol-
low-up, it appears that the correction
was not made, or was not carried out in
accordance with an abatement plan
prepared pursuant to paragraph (c) of
this section, the official in charge of
the establishment and the appropriate
safety and health committee shall be
notified of the failure to abate.

(c) The official in charge of the estab-
lishment shall promptly prepare an
abatement plan with the appropriate
participation of the establishment’s
Safety and Health Official or a des-
ignee, if in the judgment of the estab-
lishment official the abatement of an
unsafe or unhealthful working condi-
tion will not be possible within 30 cal-
endar days. Such plan shall contain an
explanation of the circumstances of the
delay in abatement, a proposed time-
table for the abatement, and a sum-
mary of steps being taken in the in-
terim to protect employees from being
injured as a result of the unsafe or
unhealthful working condition. A copy
of the plan shall be sent to the safety
and health committee, and, if no com-
mittee exists, to the representative of
the employees. Any changes in an
abatement plan will require the prepa-
ration of a new plan in accordance with
the provisions of this section.

(d) When a hazard cannot be abated
within the authority and resources of
the official in charge of the establish-
ment, that official shall request assist-
ance from appropriate higher author-
ity. The local safety and health offi-
cial, any established committee and/or
employee representatives, and all per-

sonnel subject to the hazard shall be
advised of this action and of interim
protective measures in effect, and shall
be kept informed of subsequent
progress on the abatement plan.

(e) When a hazard cannot be abated
without assistance of the General Serv-
ices Administration or other Federal
lessor agency, the occupant agency
shall act with the lessor agency to se-
cure abatement. Procedures for coordi-
nation with the General Services Ad-
ministration are contained in subpart
E of this part.

§ 1960.31 Inspections by OSHA.
(a) The Secretary or the Secretary’s

representatives are authorized to con-
duct, when the Secretary deems nec-
essary, announced or unannounced in-
spections in the following situations:

(1) Where an agency has not estab-
lished occupational safety and health
committees or where committees no
longer operate in conformance to the
requirements of subpart F of this part;

(2) In response to a request from half
the membership of record of any cer-
tified safety and health committee;
and

(3) In response to an employee’s re-
port of an imminent danger situation,
where there is a certified committee,
but where the Secretary determines
that neither the agency nor the com-
mittee has responded to the employee.

(b) The Secretary’s inspectors or
evaluators are authorized: to enter
without delay, and at reasonable times,
any building, installation, facility,
construction site, or other area, work-
place, or environment where work is
performed by employees of the agency;
to inspect and investigate during reg-
ular working hours and at other rea-
sonable times, and within reasonable
limits and in a reasonable manner, any
such place of employment, and all per-
tinent conditions, structures, ma-
chines, apparatus, devices, equipment,
and materials therein, and to question
privately any employee, any super-
visory employee, and/or any official in
charge of an establishment.

(c) The Secretary may also make
scheduled inspections as an integral
part of OSHA’s evaluation of an agen-
cy’s safety and health program in ac-
cordance with subpart J of this part.
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